6                                 1OIMISMATIC CHBON1CLE.
not seem far to seek, and as it differs from the customary explanation, I would take this occasion to mention it. It is usually supposed that the Roman ten resulted from the method of parcelling units to the number of ten by means of crossing strokes, like this: DHUH? the sign for fiye being produced by bisection of the crossing strokes. As all are agreed that the lowest numerals are digital pictures, it seems to me more consistent, as well as more simple and natural, to see in the sign for the five an outlined picture of the whole hand, as indicated by the direction of the thumb and little finger, converging thus : \/. The sign for ten is, accordingly, a double hand, one above the other and joined by the wrists. Doubtless, these signs are one of the earliest efforts of the mind in the direction of writing and may, in their character of digital marks, have preceded the earliest Italian alphabet by long ages, notched, perhaps, by the savage on a stick, or impressed by his hand into a lump of soft clay from the ground at his feet.
If, then, V means VITRA on our coins, V as a numeral can, it may be confidently asserted, only stand for five. But by this assumption we should only add to a previous metrological difficulty, since five litrae of maximum weight will produce a multiple of but 67*5 grains.
On some coins we find the letter V alone. Of these Gfabrici says:10 " II segno V non esprime il valors della moneta, ma soltanto il rapporto di essa con la litra> rapporto gia riconosciuto negli scambi commerciali e che non occorreva piu indicare." (The italics are mine.)
Butr surely, the line must be drawn somewhere, for proceeding on this plan one may arrive at any conclusion,
10 Op. tit. p. S3.